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Sovereignty is a step ·in the wrong direction .. , 
ACRAMENTO, Calif. - I bad the 
privile!:le of living and working 
in Hawaii in the 1970s. Upon my 
return visit, I was disappointed 
to find that not only have the ethnic 
divisions on the islands not improved, 
they threaten to become even worse 
with the assertion or "Hawaiian nation• 
al sovereignty." 
Take it from the planning director or 
a state that has just seen riots in Los 
Angeles pit one elhnlc group again st 
another. Don't do it. It's a step in the 
wr ong direction. 
If you spend enough time telling 
people they are entitled, they will come 
to believe it. And if people belie ve 
themsel\•es victims, they will be. On the 
mainland, a whole generation of Inner 
city youth has been reinforced by 1960s 
liberal thought in a sense of entitle-
nwnt .ind grievance. 
As a result, they blame oth e rs, tak e 
no responsibility for themsel ves, and 
justify lawless behavior . 
Arc you about to repeat the same 
e rr or in Hawaii? I hope noL It would be 
a mistake of misplaced sympathy, and a 
cause of long-term social divisiveness, 
lo take any attitude toward native 
Hawaiians other than that they should 
be treated precisely the same as every • 
one else, no better and no worse. 
The whole notion or Hawaii an •na-
tional sovereignty" is simply an at• 
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tempt to rewrite history. First of all, 
Hawaiians have 110 particular claim to 
be any more "native" than anyone else. 
Polynesian settlers, doing precisely 
whnt Europeans and Asians would lat -
er do as well, arr,i.ved in the Ha wallan 
Islands between 1200 and 1400 AD. 
That Is not •native" by anyone's his-
torical standards. The chronological 
accident or a few centuries does not 
chan ge the fact that everyone coming 
to these islands has come from some-
where else, 
Second, what difference does it 
make, anyway? People deserve to be 
treated as individuals . 'lbe whole no-
tion of group rlghta Is what the world 
bas been fighting against in South 
Africa, and what has torn places like 
Lebanon and Yugoslavia apart. You are 
not entitled to special treatment be-
cause of something that happened to 
your ancestors. You and I are entitled 
to be treated alike. 
Third, let's put to an end once and for 
all this romantic nonsense about a lost 
Island culture. Superficial charm ls 
great for the tourist industry , but the 
reality Is that Polynesian culture was 
vtdlent and primitive. Ancient Hawal• 
tans were a bronze age people who 
practiced human sacrifice. Thal ls not a 
higher spirituality, bu t lesser clvillza· 
lion. 
The Polynesian culture in Hawaii 
was displaced by a more advanced 
sodety, a society sufficiently more bu• 
mane lunllke the ancient Hawaiians, ln 
fact) that it did not seek to exterminate 
the .defeated, btit instead continued to 
offer them a place in society. 
The integration or Hawaii Into the 
·modern world was inevitable, was a 
step forward for humanity, and was a 
good thing. Haoles and subsequently 
Asians have built a much better Hawaii 
- roreveryone. They have brought the 
rights or the individual, the rule or Jaw, 
equal opportunity and respect ror 
women, to say nothing o( a written 
alphabet and life expectancy past 40. 
Unless you like a rigid class system, 
strict kapus, pagan religion, and fre-
quent violent death, how can anyone 
deny that Western civilization has 
brought a substantially greater num• 
ber or people in Hawaii a substantially 
better life? 
These are unpleasant thoughts for 
people who like to feel themselves 
victims. Perhaps more to the poigt , 
they are "politically incorrect" in an 
age dominated by liberal dogma. But 
they are nonetheless true. ;, 
Those who persist in sympathy for a 
gentler past that never existed do Ha-
waiians no favors by indulging thelr 
childish posturing to reverse history . 
The million or so other residents of 
Hawaii, and a similar number of tour • 
lsts annually, are not going away. :.. 
If Hawaiians are serious about work-
ing on their real problems - higher 
rates of substance abuse, lack of edu~-
tlon, higher disease and mortality rates 
- they will assimilate lnto a larger , 
color-blind society and take advantage 
of the equal opportunities that now 
exist Hr not greater; look at the net 
worth of the Bishop Estatel. 
"National sovereignty" may be tem -
porarily satts rying to native Hawaiians 
as a proud reassertion or their identity, 
but it wut do nothing to improve their 
lives. Instead, It will drive them rurther 
apart from mainstream society and 
help to create a permanent underclass 
of societal losers. Who would wish that 
on anyone? 
Richard S11bert. an attorney and forme r 
Honolulu resident , is directo r of the GoL•cr· 
nor'.r Office of Plannin g and Research in 
Sacramento , Calif . He tvrites tl1esl' com• 
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